PROMONTORY

school of expeditionary learning

MAINTAINING CONSTITUTIONAL FREEDOM IN
PROMONTORY SCHOOL

In accordance with Utah state law and Promontory School’s core values, RISE FAR, we respect
the religious beliefs of ALL and will ensure accommodations are made as necessarily fit. In an
effort to maintain constitutional freedoms among everyone who walks through our doors, each
year students will be given a copy of the “Resolution for Freedom of Religious Expression in
Public Schools” (including a simplified copy for easy understanding). The resolution will be
discussed in crew during the first week of each school year, so that students may understand
their rights under this resolution.

As outlined in Utah code 53G-10-202 & 53G-10-203

1. Any instructional activity, performance, or display which includes examination of or
presentations about religion, political or religious thought or expression, or the influence
thereof on music, art, literature, law, politics, history, or any other element of the
curriculum, including the comparative study of religions, which is designed to achieve
academic educational objectives included within the context of a course or activity and
conducted in accordance with applicable rules or policies of the state and Promontory
School’s governing board, may be undertaken in the school.

2. No aspect of cultural heritage, political theory, moral theory, or societal value shall be
included within or excluded from Promontory School’s curricula for the primary reason
that it affirms, ignores, or denies religious belief, religious doctrine, a religious sect, or
the existence of a spiritual realm or supreme being.

3. Promontory School may not sponsor or deny the practice of prayer or religious
devotionals. Students are allowed to pray in school if they choose; however,
employees/staff/administration are prohibited from leading students in prayer.

4. School officials and employees may not use their positions to endorse, promote, or
disparage a particular religious, denominational, sectarian, agnostic, or atheistic belief or
viewpoint.
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RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE
IN RELIGIOUS EXPRESSIONS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2006 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Parley G. Hellewell

House Sponsor: Michael T. Morely
Cosponsor: Brent H. Goodfellow

General Description:

This joint resolution of the Legislature recognizes the rights of public school students to
voluntarily participate in religious expression in public schools.

Highlighted Provisions:

This resolution recognizes the rights of public school students to voluntarily engage in prayer
and other expressions considered religious in nature in public schools.

Special Clauses: None
Be it resolved by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

WHEREAS, a firm understanding of the proper and lawful role of religious expression is requisite
to full participation in public institutions;

WHEREAS, a state of confusion and in some cases fear among the general citizenry exists as to
the proper role of religious expression in public schools and other public settings;

WHEREAS, the free exercise of religion is a fundamental right guaranteed by both the United
States Constitution and the Utah Constitution.

WHEREAS, the freedom of speech is a fundamental right guaranteed by both the United States
Constitution and the Utah Constitution.

WHEREAS, the First Amendment to the United States Constitution states, “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble”;
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WHEREAS, the Utah Constitution states, “The rights of conscience shall never be infringed. The

State shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; there shall be no union of Church and State, nor shall any church dominate the State or
interfere with its functions. No public money or property shall be appropriated for or applied to
any religious worship, exercise or instruction, or for the support of any ecclesiastical
establishment.”;

WHEREAS, the Utah Constitution also states: “No law shall be passed to abridge or restrain the
freedom of speech or of the press”;

WHEREAS, prayer is fundamental to the exercise of both religion and free speech;

WHEREAS, courts have upheld the right of students to spontaneously and nondisruptively pray
in school settings, and school administrators and teachers are in no way permitted to
discourage such religious expression, including prayer, by a student;

WHEREAS, in the classroom, instruction covering religious subject matter is permitted, provided
the teacher does not advocate religion in general or one or more religions in particular;

WHEREAS, students participating in the singing of songs that are religious in theme, and
expressions often related to holidays that are religious in nature, also enjoy legal protection
under the state and federal constitutions;

WHEREAS, the courts have established a three-part test for determining if a government action
violates the establishment of religion clause of the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution: (1) the government action must have a secular (nonreligious) purpose; (2) the
government action’s purpose must not be to inhibit or to advance religion; and (3) there must
be no excessive entanglement between government and religion; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court has ruled the union-of-church-and-state ban
applies only to circumstances that join a particular religious denomination and the state so that
the two function in tandem on an ongoing basis:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of the state of Utah recognizes the right
of public school students to voluntarily participate in prayer, and also in the singing of songs and
in expressions related to holidays that are religious in nature, in public schools, within known
legal limits of religious expression, tolerance, civility, and dignity as contemplated by this
nation’s founders.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent annually to each student
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currently enrolled in Utah’s public schools, each parent of a student currently enrolled in Utah’s
public schools, the Utah Parent Teacher Association, the Utah Education Association, the Utah
State Board of Education, the Utah State Office of Education, the Utah Association of Counties,
and the Utah League of Cities and Towns.
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